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USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 

USCOMSOOANT X) Release ( ) Excise C I Deny 

Exemption(s): ________________ 

SECTION 1 OF 2 BUENOS Brififi^: 6 0Si8Part X) In Full 

( ) Classify as ( )Eziendas ( ) Downgrade to ^ 

E.O. 12065 GDS 9-28-85 (FREEMAN, ANTHONY G.) ORaa P Declassilvon Reason 

TAGS PINS, AR 

SUBJECT (U) ATTACK ON KLEIN HOUSE 

REF: A BUENOS AIRES 8008; DAO IR 6 804 0207 79 

•(^SUMMARY: MIRACULOUSLY ALL MEMBERS OF THE KLEIN FAMILY 
SURVIVED THE SEPTEMBER 27 BOMB ATTACK AGAINST THEIR HOUSE, 

BUT AT LEAST ONE OF THE CHILDREN SUFFERED MORE THAN MINOR 
INJURIES. POLICE GUARDS DIED IN THE ATTACK. THE 
ASSAILANTS EVIDENTLY HAVE SO FAR ELUDED CAPTURE BY GOVERN- 
MENT FORCES. THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET ISSUED A STATEMENT 
IDENTIFYING THE ATTACKERS BUT THE WEIGHT OF INFORMATION 
SUGGESTS THAT THEY WERE MONTONEROS . END SUMMARY . 

1. (U) ALL MEMBERS OF THE KLEIN FAMILY MIRACULOUSLY SUR- 

VIVED YESTERDAYS 'S BOMB ATTACK WHICH COMPLETELY DESTROYED 
THEIR HOME. ONE SONE REPORTEDLY SUFFERED A BROKEN LEG AND 
ONE OF THE CHILDREN MAY HAVE LOST ANEYE, BUT AN OFFICIAL 
MEDICAL REPORT HAS NOT YET BEEN ISSUED. KLEIN AND 
FAMILY ARE NOW HOSPITALIZED. 
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2. (U) THE BODIES OF THE TWO OF KLEIN'S 
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POLICE GUARDS, PATROLMAN JULIO CEZAR MORENO AND CPL JOSE 
CARDOZZI, WERE FOUND UNDER THE RUBBLE, ONE OF WHOM 
REPORTEDLY HAVING SPENT ALL THE BULLETS IN HIS WEAPON 
IN A FUTILE ATTEMP T TO REPEL THE ATTACK BEFORE SUCCUMB- 
ING. THE TWO POLICEMEN WERE BURIED AT 11 AM TODAY. THE 
KLEIN GUARD CONSISTED OF FOUR POLICMENT, BUT 
INFORMATION IS LAKCING CONCERNING THE FATE OF THE OTHER 
TWO. 

3 . (U) ACCORDING TO PESS REPORTS BASED ON EYE WITNESS 

ACCOUNTS THE ATTACKING FORCE CONSISTED OF 10 TO 15 
INDIVIDUALS INCLUDING AT LEAST TWO WOMEN WEARINGA KIND 
OF UNIFORM SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE BUENOS AIRES PROVINCIAL 
POLICE. THEY DROVE UP TO THE HOUSE INSEVERAL VEHICLES 
(THE DESCRIPTION OF WHICH VARIES FROM ONE ACCOUNT TO 
THE OTHER) , SOME TAKING UP POSITIONS AT A NEARBY CORNER 
WHILE THE INVADING FORCE ENTERED THE HOUSE, WLLOWED THE 
TWO FAMILY MAIDS TO LEAVE THE SCENE UNSCATEHD, KILLED 
THE TWO GUARDS, THE LAID DYNAMITE CHARGES, RETUEND 
TO THEIR VEHICLES AND SET OFF THE FINAL EXPLOSIN BY 
HURLING HAND GRENADES INTO THE HOUSE. THE OPERATION 
LASTED ABOUT TEN MINUTES. BERETS AND PIECES OF UNIFORMS 
REPORTEDLY WERE FOUND NEARBY THE HOUSE SUGGESTING THAT 
THE ASSAILANTS MAY HAVE TAKEN OFF THEIR UNIFORMS AS 
THEY DEPARTED THE SCENE. THE ATTACKERS EVIDENTLY GOT 
AWAY CLEAN. POLICE AND FIREMEN WERE SLOW GETTING TO THE 
SCENE WHICH IS FIVE AND A HALF BLOCKS FROM THE HEAVILY 
GUARDED PRESIDENTIAL RESIDENCE IN OLIVOS. 

4. (U) UNIDENTIFIED GOVERNMENT SOURCES ARE QUOTED IN 

THE PRESS AS ATTRIBUTING THE ATTACK TO PLO-TRAINED MONTONEROS . 

COMMUNIQUES PURPORTEDLY SIGNED BY "RAUL G. YAGER, COMMANDER 
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OF THE MONTONERO PARTY" WHICH TAKE CREDITN FOR THE ATTACK 
WERE RECEIVED BY MOST NEWSPAPERS IN THE EVENING OF 
SEPTEMBER 27. 5#3 :9.. 7,8173, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED BY AT 
'LEAST ONE NEWSPAPER, STATES THAT EH "HORACIO MENDIZABAL 
COMBAT GROUP OF THE SPECIAL N FANTRY TROOPS OF THE MONTONERO 
.PARTY" WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK AND THAT THE INTENT 
WAS TO "EXECUTE" ECONOMY MINSTER MARTINEZ DE HOZ ' S RIGHT- 
HAND MAN AND DESTROY HIS HOUSE . THE COMMUNIQUE ENDED 
WITH THE MOTTO "TRADE UNION POWER OR NATIONAL DESTRUCTION." 
HOWEVER, NO OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT PRONOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN 
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MADE YET CONFIRMING THAT THE ATTACKERS WEREMONTONEROS . 

5 . (U) ARMY COMMANDER VIOLAMADE A STATMENT TO THE 

PRESS EEPTEMBER 27 IN PARANA INTENDED TO CALM PUBLIC 
FEARS THAT THE KLEIN ATTACK MIGHT BE THE BEGINNING OF 
A NEW MAJOR MONTONERO OFFENSIVE IN THE COUNTRY. VIOLA 
REITERATED THAT THE ARMED FORCES CONSIDER THE TERRORISTS 
TO HAVE BEEN DEFEATED MILITARILY, BUT THAT HIS DID NOT 
MEAN THAT FROM TIME TO TIME AN ISOLATED ATTACK SUCH AS 
THAT PERPETRATED AGAINST THEKLEINS COULD NOT TAKE PLACE. 

6. (U) ASKED TO MAKE A COMMENT BY THE PRESS AT THE 
DISASTER SCENE, ECONOMY MINISTER MARTINEZ DE HOZ STATED 
THAT THE "SUBVERSIVE ASSASSINS ARE NOT GOIG TO DETER US 
WIT THEIR TERRORIST ATTEMPTS," ADDING THAT, AS IN THE 
CASE OF ANOTHER ECONOMY MINISTEY AIDE, DR MIGUEL PADILLA 
WHO WAS AMBUSHED AND ASSASSINATEED LAST YEAR BY AS YET 
UNIDENTIFIEDASSAILANTS, THE KLEIN ATTACK STRENGTHENED 
HIS RESOLVE TO GO ON PURSUING HIS POLICIES WITH EVEN 
GREATER VIGOR THAN BEFORE. 

7. (U) LA NACION RRE PORTED THAT ARGENTINE FOREING 
MINISTER PASTOR, IN ENW YORK, SENT A PERSONAL NOTE TO 
SECRETARY VANCE STATING THAT THE ATTACK ON THE KELIN 
HOUSE SHOULD SERVE TO CLARIFY FOR "SOME STATE DEPARMTNET 
OFFICIALS (THE IDENTITY OF) THOSE WHO RESORT TO VIOLENCE 
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IN ARGENTINA AND THEREFORE THOSE WHO SHOULD BE CONDEMNED . " 

8. (U) THE KELIN ATTACK IS THE THIRD ATTACK WTIHIN A 
PERIOD OF 18 MONTHS ON A MEMBER OF THE ECONOMY MINISTRY. 

IN THE PAST YEAR IN ADDITION TO THE ASSASSINATIONOF 
PADILLA, THERE WAS' AN ATTACK ON THE HOME OF TINANCE 
SECRETARY JUAN ALEMAN IN WHICH HIS WIFE SUSTAINED INOR 
INJURIES. THE THRUST OF THE INFORMATONWE HAVE SO FAR, 
INCLUDING THE FACT THAT FEMALES PARTICIPATED, THE 
STATEMENT TAKING CREDIT FOR THE ATTACK (WHIC MAY OR 
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MAY NOT BE AUTHENTIC) , AND MOREBAS I CALLY THE VARIOUS 
REPORTS WE HAVE BEEN HEARING FROM GOVERNMENT SECURITY 
SOURCES OVER A PERIOD OF TIME THAT MONTONERO INFILTRATIONS 
INTO THE COUNTRY WERE EXPECTED (WHICH WERE GIVEN GREATER 
CREDENCE BY THE SURFACING AND ELIMINATION OF HORACIO 
MEjfJDIZABAL AND DANIEL ARMANDO CROATTO) ALL TEND TO 
STENGTHEN THE SUPPOSITION THAT THIS WAS A MONTONERO 
ATTACK IN RETALIATION FOR THE DEATH OF MENDIZABAL AND 
CROATTO AND/OR AN ACTION THAT HAD BEEN PLANNED ALL ALONG. 
WE DO NOT KNOW THAT BASIS FOR THE ASSERTION THAT THE 
ATTACKERS WERE RAINED BY THE PLO IN AFRICA, BUT NOTE A 
UP REPORT FROM DAR ES SALAAM THAT THE PLO AND FOUR 
AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS SENT A CABLE TO PRESDEINT 
VIDELA SEPTEMBER 25 ASKING FOR THE RELEASE OF REGINO 
GONZALES, IDENTIFIED BY THEM AS A FORMER ONTONERO 
REPRESENTATIVE N AFRICA. IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED THAT 
THE CAPTURE OF GONZALES' WIFE (PROBABLY ALONG WITH MR 
GONZALES) LED TO THE DISCOVERY OF MENDIZABAL AND 
CROATTO 'S WHEREABOUTS BY ARGENTINE ARMY UNITS. 


9. WtWIT SHOULD BE NOTED, HOEVER, AS IN ALL SUCH 
ATTACKS IN "CYNICAL ARGENTINA" IN RECENT YEARS AS THE 
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BOMBING OF THE KLEIN HOUSE, THERE IS A COUNTER CURRENT 
OF WHISPERED SPECULATION THAT SOME SECURITY FORCE OF 

Para- police force may have been responsible for this 

PARTICULAR ATTACK. THIS SPECULATION IS FED BY THE 
SUSPICION OF SOME THAT THE PADILLA KILLING AND THE 
BOMBING OF THE ALEMAN HOUSEHOLD WERE THE WORK OF PARA- 
SECURITY FORCES REPRESENTING RIGHT WING NATIONALIST ELEMENTS 
IN THE MILITARY WHO OPPSE ECONOMY MINISTER MARTINEZ 
DE HOZ'S ECONOMIC POLICIES. WE WERE SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE 
INFILTRATION STORIESS OURSELVES UNTIL THE MENDIZABAL 
INCIDENT. THE LENGTH OF TIME THE ATTACK AGINAST THE 
KLEIN HOUSE LASTED, THE AMOUNT OF ORGANIZATION REQUIRED 
TO PULL OFF SUCH AN ATTACK SUCCESSFULLY, THE SLOWNESS 
OF THE PLICE FORCES TO ARRIVE ON THE SCENE DESPITE THE 
PROXIMITY OF SECURITY REINFORCEMENS IN THE AREA, AND 
THE CLEAN GET-AWAY ALSO ADD TO SUSPICION ABOUT THE 
IDENTITY OF ASSAILANTS IN THIS CASE. HOWEVER, NONE OF 
THESE ARE CONCLUSIVE FACTORS AND WE BELIEVE, ON BALANCE, 

THAT THE WEIGHT OR* 1 EVIDENCE AT THE MOMENT POINTS TO THE 
MONTONEROS . 
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